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The Folly Flyer 
The Newsletter of Aylesbury & District Model Flying Club 

Volume 13 Issue 2       www.admfc.co.uk            May 2005 

Below - The Nuke Airborne System next to a 
20p piece for scale. Two servos, a receiver and 
a speed controller - 10 gm total weight! 

Power Duration Winner - Mick Stiff 2nd - Martin McIntosh 

3rd - Terry Rowe 
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Contacts      WEBSITE:- www.admfc.co.uk 
Chairman   - Mick Stiff   (01296) 415997. 
Secretary    -  Paul Yorke   (01296) 580146. e-mail:- paul.yorke@ntlworld.com 
Treasurer    -  Bob Playle   (01442) 825693. 
Training Officer  -  Richard Ginger  (01296) 688030. 
Newsletter Editor   -  Mike Smart   (01296) 658142.  e-mail:- admfc@smart.nildram.co.uk 
     Fax:    (01296) 651522. 
Safety Officer  - Julian Clements  (01296) 748859. 
Competition Secretary -  Terry Rowe   (01296) 712886 (daytime). 

Flying Times 
Folly Farm  -  Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday - 10am - 8pm. Sunday - 9-30am - 5pm.  
   Bank Holidays 10 am - 5pm. Electric, rubber and gliders may be flown at any time.  
Cublington -  There are no restrictions on flying times. 

Club Shop 
 ‘Meanad’ add-on silencers      -  £5.  -  Ring Mike Smart.  
Transfers    - Sheet of three    -  £1.  -  Ring Bob Playle. 
Training Videos   - for hire to club members.    -  Ring Bob Playle. 

Training 
Fixed wing training takes place every Saturday and Sunday afternoon at Folly Farm between 2pm and 5pm 
by appointment only with the duty instructor.  Please ring the duty instructor by 7.30pm Thursday for 
the following Saturday or by 7.30pm Friday for the following Sunday.  
   
Please note NO TRAINING indicates that a Club Competition takes place that day.  Telephone me 
beforehand if you wish to take a chance on the time available afterwards.     RG 

The Newsletter 
The newsletter is produced by Mike Smart, 85-87, Quainton Road, Waddesdon. Aylesbury. Bucks. HP18 0LP. 
The Club Newsletter is a forum for all members and material for publication is invited, however the Committee do not 
necessarily subscribe to views expressed by contributors.  
No responsibility is accepted by A&DMFC., it’s Committee or membership, for any safety advice transmitted in the 
newsletter, or for the content of advertisements. 
Articles appearing in this newsletter are copyright and may not be reproduced without the Club’s or author’s consent. 

 
  
   

2 April 2005  
9 April 2005  
16 April 2005  
23 April 2005  
30 April 2005  
7 May 2005  
14 May 2005  
21 May 2005  
28 May 2005  
4 June 2005  
11 June 2005  
18 June 2005  
25 June 2005  

Richard Ginger 
Bob Playle 
Mike Smart 
Paul Thorne 
Richard Ginger 
Bob Playle 
Mike Smart 
Paul Thorne  
Robert Adkins 
Bob Playle 
Tony Wood 
Mike Smart 
Paul Thorne 

(688030) 
(01442 825693) 
(658142) 
(613870) 
 
 

3 April 2005  
10 April 2005  
17 April 2005  
24 April 2005  
1 May 2005  
8 May 2005  
15 May 2005  
22 May 2005  
29 May 2005  
5 June 2005  
12 June 2005 
19 June 2005  
26 June 2005  

Robert Adkins 
NO TRAINING 
NO TRAINING 
Mick Stiff 
NO TRAINING 
Peter Dunnett 
NO TRAINING 
Tony Wood 
Richard Ginger 
NO TRAINING 
NO TRAINING 
NO TRAINING 
NO TRAINING 

(07900 497195) 
 
 
(415997) 
 
(334708) 
 
(01844 218916) 
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EDITORIAL 

T he DeAgostini Spitfire seems to 
have attracted more than its fair share of 
attention. There was talk about it at the Club 
meeting, the internet discussion forums 

have been full of it and I am led to believe that 
even the BMFA have had words to say. 
If you don’t know what I am talking about, then you 
must have been away from the planet in the early 
part of the year. This is of course one of the ‘buy it 
in weekly instalments’ magazines that appear in 
January each year, as advertised on the TV. You 
buy a magazine each week at a grossly inflated 
price and you get a few bits of your Spitfire to put 
together. After a long time and around £400, you 
should have a model Spitfire, although I have to 
say that were it not for the camouflage, it could be 
almost any low wing model. I’m not quite sure how 
you get the engine and radio, but no doubt it is 
worked out somehow. 
Anyway, the point of this rambling is that you get a 
video with the first issue that shows you (allegedly) 
how to put it together. Now Mick bought the first 
issue and he lent me the video to watch. (I think he 
is secretly building one of these). It is hilarious - 
you must borrow it. One of the highlights for me is 
where the guy is gluing together some of the early 
parts from his tiny pot of white glue, presumably 
supplied to assemble the whole model. He uses a 
small paintbrush to apply the glue and lightly wipes 
it on the edge of the parts, but not sadly, on the 
interlocking tongues which actually mate with the 
other part! 
Of course, the very worrying thing is that a com-
plete novice might actually get all the magazines, 
build it and try to fly it! On the other hand I sup-
pose, a complete novice could walk into a model 
shop and buy any model and try to fly it. 

www.admfc.co.uk has been updated with 
the second quarter training schedule in the mem-
bers area (password deb09rant) 
I've added some links and made two links pages 
from one as I was running out of space. 
 
BRC Hobbies are worth checking out, their prices 
seem very keen. Servos for example - two micro 
Tower 5 gram servos for £13.75 seems like good 
value to me, they would be ideal for the Orion E if 
you haven't got a pair already. 
 
As usual, feedback (favourable or otherwise) is 
welcome and if there is anything you'd like me to 
add to the site, let me know and if it is appropriate 
and in good taste, I'll do what I can to add it... 
 
Paul Yorke 

Bring & Buy 
Thanks to all those who attended and our two auc-
tioneers, Roger and Les. As a result of your efforts, 
we ended up with exactly £32 profit for the Club. 

I’m sure you will all join me in welcom-
ing our latest new members, Alex Healy and Pieter 
Van Zyl. Welcome to the Club guys! 

The Ferrari Formula 1 Team fired their 
entire pit crew yesterday. The announcement fol-
lowed Ferrari's decision to take advantage of the 
UK Government's Youth Employment scheme and 
employ people from Glasgow. 
 
The decision to hire them was brought on by a re-
cent documentary on how unemployed youths from 
the Glasgow area were able to remove a set of 
wheels in less than 6 seconds without proper 

Practice with AULD models on 
even frequencies  
Firstly, congratulations to all those who have fin-
ished and flown their models. However, it appears 
that a few of you may be flying at Folly Farm, using 
the even frequencies you have been allotted for 
the competition and also using makeshift fre-
quency pegs. 
 
As you are probably aware, it is against Club 
Rules to fly on evens and to use an un-official fre-
quency peg. 
Evens are only permitted to be used at competi-
tions under controlled conditions, where of course 
you do not need to have a peg. 
 
Clearly, you need to have a test flight and practice, 
so in the short term at least, you may fly on even 
numbers at Folly Farm on non-power flying days 
only, i.e.., Monday, Wednesday and Friday and 
you may fly at Cublington on any days. 
Before doing so, please check with any other 
members flying on the adjacent frequency either 
side of yours that they are happy for you to fly. 
 
Special pegs have now been manufactured and 
they will be posted to those who have even fre-
quencies for the AULD. 
These are blue and slightly larger than the normal 
ones. They have ADMFC on instead of your name 
and belong to the Club. Please look after them as 
they will probably have to be returned at some 
time - loss will result in the Club seeking financial 
reimbursement. 
 
These are temporary measures authorised by the 
Committee, subject to ratification at a later date, if 
appropriate. 
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Nuke Airborne System 
On the cover is a picture of the Nuke Airborne Sys-
tem with a 20p piece for size comparison. This little 
collection of receiver, speed controller and two ser-
vos has an amazing weight of 10 grams! 
The BEC receiver has an approximate range of 
150 metres (reduced by 30% when used with elec-
tric power), uses GWS half-size crystals and will 
run up to 4 servos. 
The speed controller has an operating voltage of 
7.2 to 12V and will work with 2 or 3 cell Li-Poly bat-
teries. Auto cut-off is 72% of a fully charged bat-
tery. 
You can buy this airborne system from your model 
shop for around £90. 
 
I intend using this system initially in a Lee 1/24th 
scale rubber powered foam Spitfire which weighs 
40 grams and has a wing span of 470mm (18.5”). I 
will be replacing the rubber power with a KP 01 
geared electric motor and using a 145 mAh Li-Poly 
battery for motive power. 
 
I will keep you posted………………. 

equipment, whereas Ferrari's existing crew can 
only do it in 8 seconds with millions of euros worth 
of high tech equipment. 
 
Tony Blair went on record as saying this was a bold 
move by the Ferrari management, which demon-
strated the international recognition of the UK 
under New Labour. As most races are won and lost 
in the pits, Ferrari now have an advantage over 
every team. 
 
However, Ferrari may have got more than they bar-
gained for....At the crew's first practice session, the 
Glasgow pit crew successfully changed the tyres in 
under 6 seconds, and then within 12 seconds they 
had re-sprayed, re-badged, and sold the vehicle to 
the Red Bull Racing team for 8 bottles of Stella, a 
kilo of heroin and some photos of Coulthard's bird 
in the shower. 
 
(Maybe they had something to do with BAR’s extra 
fuel tank as well? - Ed) 

Qantas Pilot Reports 
After every flight, Qantas Airlines pilots fill out a 
form called a gripe sheet, which conveys to the 
mechanics problems encountered with the aircraft 
during the flight that need repair or correction. 
 
The mechanics read and correct the problem, and 
then respond in writing on the lower half of the form 
what remedial action was taken and the pilot re-
views the gripe sheets before the next flight. Never  
let it be said that ground crews and engineers lack 
a sense of humour. 

Here are some actual logged maintenance com-
plaints and problems as submitted by Qantas pilots 
and the solution as recorded by Qantas mainte-
nance engineers. 
 
(P = The problem logged by the pilot.) 
(S = The solution and action taken by the engi-
neers.) 
 
P: Left inside main tyre almost needs replacement. 
S: Almost replaced left inside main tyre. 
 
P: Test flight OK, except auto-land very rough. 
S: Auto-land not installed on this aircraft. 
 
P: Something loose in cockpit. 
S: Something tightened in cockpit. 
 
P: Dead bugs on windshield. 
S: Live bugs on backorder. 
 
P: Autopilot in altitude-hold mode produces a 200 
feet per minute descent. 
S: Cannot reproduce problem on ground. 
 
P: Evidence of leak on right main landing gear. 
S: Evidence removed. 
 
P: DME volume unbelievably loud. 
S: DME volume set to more believable level. 
 
P: Friction locks cause throttle levers to stick. 
S: That's what they're there for. 
 
P: IFF inoperative. 
S: IFF always inoperative in OFF mode. 
 
P: Suspected crack in windshield. 
S: Suspect you're right. 
 
P: Number 3 engine missing. 
S: Engine found on right wing after brief search. 
 
P: Aircraft handles funny. 
S: Aircraft warned to straighten up, fly right, and be 
serious. 
 
P: Target radar hums. 
S: Reprogrammed target radar with lyrics. 
 
P: Mouse in cockpit. 
S: Cat installed. 
 
P: Noise coming from under instrument panel. 
Sounds like a midget pounding on something with 
a hammer. 
S: Took hammer away from midget. 
 
Thanks to Phil Taylor - Ed 
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And Finally…. 
Most of you seem to have done a lot better than 
me and built your Orion E. I am struggling a little 
and not finding it particularly inspiring! 
No doubt you will have noticed that there are a fair 
number of little mistakes in the kit and the instruc-
tions. It’s a shame really, because it is not a bad kit 
and not bad wood either. Oh well…………………. 

Competitions 
Turnout has been a bit mixed so far, low on the 
Power Duration Comp, almost non-existent for the 
Helicopter Comp (had to be cancelled) and mag-
nificent for the Glider Comp - 14 entrants! 
More of the latter please! 
By the way, Dave Harbour entered his first gliding 
competition and came 5th! Well done Dave. 
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Winslow TV & Radio 
Your Club suppliers and repairers of TV, video 

etc. Also good deals on JR radio and Saito 
engines. Ring Terry on (01296) 712886. 

The X-List Plans 
Former Model Aircraft, MAP, Argus, Nexus plans 

now available from 22, Old Brewery Close, 
Aylesbury. Bucks. HP21 7SH. 

Tele/fax (01296) 424997. 
http://www.xlistplans.demon.co.uk Mike Smart Designs 

Plans & parts for scale aircraft and sailplanes. 
SAE for free list or ring Mike on (01296) 658142. 

http://www.smart.nildram.co.uk 

CLASSIFIEDS 

Club Diary  
Club Meetings are held on the second Monday of each month at the Rivets Sports & Social Club, 

Whitehead Way, Mandeville Road, Aylesbury. 7.30pm for 8pm. 
    
   Start Time 
 
May 9th  8pm  Club Meeting - Professional Model Making                                                   
         A talk with photo's, books etc. covering 60  
         years of Model Making - professional tips  
         through to how the Hawker Harrier began as a 
         model. Speaker - Ron Settler 
May 15th  10.30am Folly Farm  - Fun Fly Competition 
 
May 21st - 22nd      - Sandown Park Model Symposium 
 
June 5th  10.30am Folly Farm  - AULD 1 
 
June 12th  10.30am Folly Farm  - Electroslot 1 
 
June 13th  8pm  Club Meeting - TBA 
 
June 19th  10.30am Folly Farm  - Aerobatic Competition 
 
June 26th  10.30am Folly Farm  - Electroslot 2 
 
July 6th  7pm  Folly Farm  - AULD 2 
 
July 11th  8pm  Club Meeting  -   TBA 
 
July 17th  10.00am Folly Farm  - Peter Hales Scale Competition 
 
August 7th  10.30am Folly Farm  - Open Glider Competition  
 
August 10th 7pm  Folly Farm  - AULD 3 
 
August 14th 2pm  Folly Farm  - Electroslot 3 
August 28th 10.30am Folly Farm  - Daryl Hooper Open Glider Competition 
September 12th 8pm  Club Meeting - TBA 
September 18th 10.30am Folly Farm  - Les Edwards 100” Glider Competition 
September 25th 10.30am Folly Farm  - AULD 4 
October 9th  10.30am Folly Farm  - Electroslot 4 
October 10th 8pm  Club Meeting - TBA 
 November 14th 8pm  Club Meeting - Bring & Buy Sale 
 December 12th 8pm  Club Meeting - AGM 

YOU CAN ADVERTISE FREE IN THIS SPACE - 
CONTACT MIKE SMART (01296) 658142 


